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Welcome to the AAI’s very first
NEWSLETTER.  2019  has  just
begun and with  this  new year
comes a new start and so with
this in mind, we decided that it 

would  be  a  great  idea  to
introduce  a  newsletter  to  our
website, for you.. 

In this  magazine you will  find
some  nuggets  of  interesting
information  and some strange
facts  about  alpacas.  We  will
also do a piece on many, if not
all,  of  the  alpaca  farms  in
existence across 

Ireland  and  I  guarantee  you
will not believe how many there
are 

and  I  recommend  that  you
should contact  a  farm in  your
area  even  if  it  just  to  catch  a
glimpse  of  these  fabulous
animals. 

Being an alpaca farmer is a way
of life. The main reason for 
having these animals is not 
financial – but it can be an 
aside. Many of the alpaca farms

around this country have many
different  activities  and  things
are  going  on  all  year  round,
such  as  walking  alpacas.  Or
maybe  you just  want  to  stand
or  sit  and  watch  these  dainty
animals walk gracefully in their
paddocks or maybe you might
be  lucky  enough  to  see  them
pronking  –  this  is  where  they
look  like  dressage  horses  in
competition. 

Over the next issues, we will
do  articles on all or as many of
the  alpaca  farms  around  this
country  and  this  will  provide
you  with  some  additional
information on what you can 

expect to see at any particular
farm. 

You will  see  photos  and there
will be history on the farm and
its owners just so you can get a
feel  for  it.  I  can  tell  you  now
that  you  will  have  so  many
questions for the alpaca owners
when  you  see  these  animals.
And,  if  you  think  you  are
nowhere  near  an  alpaca  farm,
think again, They are dotted all
over  the  country  and  there  is
probably  one  nearer  you  than
you might think. 

There are almost 2,000 alpacas
officially  registered  in  Ireland
and ho knows but after visiting
on  of  58  farms  who  are
members  of  the  Alpaca
Association  of  Ireland,  you
might find yourself smitten by
the  alpaca  bug,  or  you  might
just  want  to  spend some time
with them.

All  farm  owners  are  only  too
delighted  to  talk  to  you about
their  animals.  They  are  sooo
addictive, and there is so much
to  learn  about  these  alpacas.
Their fleece is so luxurious that
it is sometimes called ‘the fibre
of the gods’.

Interesting Fact #1: Alpacas were raised by the 
Incas in South America over 6000 years ago. Kept in herds, Alpacas 
made their dainty way among the mountains of Peru, Chile and 
Bolivia, where clothing made from their hair was reserved for Incan 
royalty. 

Alpaca 
Association of Ireland
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BRONSON’S TIP

Hi, my name is Bronson
and  I’m  a  very  friendly
alpaca. I will have some
tips or points of interest
for  you  with  each  new
edition. 

For this one, I just want
to  tell  you  that  me  and
all my alpaca friends are
friendly folks.  But if you
want to rub us down, rub
our  lovely  long  necks
because  we  don’t  really
like  our  heads  being
brushed.

It’s just an alpaca thing.

Until  next  time  when  I
will  have  something  for
you humans.

Until then…

WHAT CAN YOU
EXPECT TO SEE IN

THIS NEWSLETTER IN
THE COMING

EDITIONS?

Over  the  next  issues  you
will  get  some  information
on  as  many  Alpaca  Farms
as we can fit in. We will also
be  letting  you  know  what
you  can  expect  to  see
happening  on  those,  or
indeed  most  farms  at  that
time, from dosing, birthing,
prancing crias (proper term
for  baby  alpacas),  and  of
course shearing. It’s always
busy on an alpaca farm, but
that’s  what  makes  it  more
interesting.

This  will  be  a  quarterly
magazine  but  it  will  be
loaded  with  information
and photos as we go along.

I hope you will stick with us
on our journey through this
year.

We will tell you later in the year
what  it  takes  to  turn  alpaca
fleece into a hat like the one in
the photo. See you soon

I would also like to stress that it
is  in your  own interest  that  if
you are going to visit an alpaca
farm  we  recommend  that  you
should make sure the one you
choose  is  affiliated  to  the
Alpaca Association of Ireland. 

So,  that might put the idea in
your head to get into your car
next weekend and go and find
yourself an alpaca farm.

Happy visiting.

AROUND TOWN

A peaceful alpaca farm
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